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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


| HE MONTH. 
Axyornzn Parliamentary Session has concluded, and the legislation of the year 
1875 must now take its place with the ennalse of the past. Notwithstanding the 
highly favourable estimate of that legislation by the Premier, both in regard to the 
work achieved and the ends it may be expected to secure, there is in other quarters, 
irrespective of mere party considerations, a widely-spread impression that the session 
has not been so fruitful, either in the number or the quality of the Acts that have 
been passed, as the large majority at the command of the Cabinet had justly led the 
nation to expect. Moreover, in the leadership of the House of Commons there has 
been a feebleness and vacillation for which no adequate cause could be assigned, and 
under circumstances which, it might naturally have been thought, would have 
induced the Government to act with more than ordinary vigour and determination. 
But a supposed though mistaken policy of conciliation has been allowed by the 
Ministry to draw them aside from that steadfastness of aim and purpose which are 
indispensable not only to success, but to real and lasting popularity. Of this the 
most striking illustration is their conduct in relation to the Merchant Shipping Bill. 
In regard, however, to other important measures, the same tendencies have been dis- 
played, and to such an extent as that those Bills which have passed have been so 
altered and modified in their passage through Parliament as to be no longer in any 
proper sense the measures of the Cabinet. This fact, in the estimate of candid men 
of all parties, materially detracts from the credit which Mr. Disraeli, in his retrospect 
of the session, claims for himself and his colleagues. Permissive legislation, too, 
whatever may be thought of its merits, too largely characterizes the measures of the 
Government for any correct appreciation, as yet, of their results. This is especially 
true of what may be regarded as the pet scheme of the Ministry, the Agricultural 
Holdings Bill. It is also the case with respect to the Artisans’ Dwellings Bill, the 
provisions of which are undoubtedly good, and will probably, at any rate, be carried 
out in the metropolis. The most beneficial results of the session will probably be 
found in the operation of the new laws relating to masters and workmen, or what 
the Premier designates as the “legislation of labour,” by means of which, “ for the 
first time, the employer and the employed sit under equal laws”—imprisonment for 
breach of contract being abolished, and civil remedies provided in its stead—whilst 
_ the law of conspiracy has been so- modified that no body of men can be convicted 
of that offence on evidence which would not bring it home to the individuals of whom 
that body is composed. This is undoubtedly a great reform, and removes a flagrant 
grievance which has been long and generally felt. The Bill by which the sanitary 
laws already existing have been consolidated, and that for simplifying the transfer of 
land, are unpretentious and useful measures. We may also congratulate ourselves on 
the pass ng of the Unseaworthy Ships Bill, which, although but a temporary scheme, 
adopted ‘nm deference to an outspoken public opinion, will pave the.way for an enact- 
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ment, in a fatare session, more comprehensive, satisfactory, and permanent Of the | 


Supreme Court of Judicature Bill, also an ad interim piece of legislation, we are less 
competent to speak ; for until the question of the Final Court of Appeal shall be 
Peterborough should have failed in his attempt to abolish some of the worst abuses 
arising from the present system of Church patronage, all who desire the greater 
spiritual efficiency of the Church of England will most unfeignedly regret. Ecclesias- 
tical legislation has this session, by general consent, as much as possible been avoided. 
Its greatest achievement has been the Bill for creating the new bishopric of St. Alban's 
and readjusting the limits and relations of the several sees of London, Winchester, 
and Rochester. On the whole, whilst neither in political nor ecclesiastical affairs has 
much been accomplished in the session just expired, it has not been altogether barren 
of legislation which may be expected, both in its material and moral aspects, to 
conduce to social improvement and the general well-being of the nation. 


The marked antagonism between the ex-Premier and the leaders of the Ultra- 
montane party has, if possible, been intensified by Mr. Gladstone's republication, in 
one volume, of his now famous pamphlete—the “ Political Expostulation,” “ Vati- 


canism,” and the article on Pio Nono’s speeches in the Quarterly Review—to which a — 


preface is appended. In the judgment of the Romish journals, this preface would seem 
even more offensive than the body of the work, since it reiterates and, indeed, 
aggravates all those charges against Ultramontanism, and that exposure of the logical 
issue of ita principles and the results which would follow the achievement of its aims, 
which it is convenient to such writers either to ignore or to regard as assertions 


incapable of proof. They are especially indignant that Mr. Gladstone should accuse — 


what he styles “ Vaticanism ” (or “those who rule the ostensible rulers of the Roman 
Church”) of any design or intention to “disturb civil society,” and to proceed, 
“ when it may be requisite and practicable,” “to the issue of blood for the aceomplish- 
ment of its aims.” We are of course glad to have a distinct disavowal of any such 
designs—we rejoice to be assured by any Romanists that it is no part of their inten- 
tion to resort to force in order to reinstate the Pope upon his throne; but we must 
avow our unchanged belief that the language of Dr. Manning, to which reference is 
made, when taken in its plainest and most obvious sense, justifies Mr. Gladstone in 
concluding that the Cardinal, at least, would rejoice were the Roman Catholic Powers 
of Europe determined to attempt, on the first favourable opportunity, the restoration 
of the Roman Pontiff. We are mistaken if such is not the general desire of the 
Ultramontane partizans and agents of the Papacy. They may be aware that the 
times are not ripe for any such attempt—they may know that the European Powers 
have no intention whatever of making it; but when the Pope fied from Rome, did 
they not, as Mr. Gladstone pertinently reminds us, invoke the aid of French arms, 
both to reinstate him on his throne and to maintain him there for years against the 
well-known wishes of his people The idea of force, therefore, in connection with 


such a restoration, is to them no novelty; nor can it be supposed, either from their 


antecedents in Italy or their intrigues in other countries and states, that they regard 
it with any feelings of abhorrence. But there are other ways.in which “ Vaticanism ” 
disturbs civil society, and Germany now supplies ample illustrations of the fact. Its 
interference both with the functions of the magistrate and the social and domestic 
relations of daily life, has long been notorious; but Mr. Gladstone, in his preface, 
supplies us with a fresh instance of the latter, of a most flagrant and scandalous 


| description. In the present state of the great conflict between Rome on the one 
band, and civil law and freedom on the other, the republication, in one volume, of _ 
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these memorable pamphlets is a valuable contribution to the cause of liberty and 
truth. 


The centenary of the birthday of O'Connell, and its celebration in the sister 
island, has been turned by the heads of the Romish Church in Ireland, and their 
directors and allies in the councils of the Vatican, to the immediate furtherance of 
Ultramontane purposes. In the events of the commemoration, and in the ecccle- 
siastical programme by which it was arranged, but one leading object can be seen— 
the exaltation of the Papacy, and the resuscitation of those feelings of animosity 
which in time past embittered all the relations between England and Ireland, and 
made the government of the latter country to English statesmen a task well-nigh 
impossible. Those feelings, once so rife, were largely allayed by that measure of 
political emancipation in which O'Connell played so prominent a part ; and by that 
policy of conciliation which English Cabinets, of whatever party, have since pursued 
towards Ireland, they have been still further mitigated and allayed. Notwithstanding 
the seditious tone of certain chiefs amongst the Home Rule party, and the wild 
excesses of the Fenians, it is not too much to say that amongst the more intelligent 


of the Irish there is a growing conviction that /the imperial government is ad- 


ministered in their country with a view solely to the welfare of its people. But all 
this is now to be ignored; the representatives of the Pope, both in England and 
Ireland, take no account of grievances redressed ; their only aim is to re-open the 
most irritating page in Irish history ; and this with the view of dividing that country 
still more widely from our own, in order that it may become more entirely Popish, 
more thoroughly subservient to the Papacy, more completely under the power of 
Jesuit and priest. This purpose is distinctly seen in all the incidents of the celebra- 
tion —the services in the Dublin Pro-Cathedral and elsewhere, the orations delivered 
at various places in O’Connell’s praise, and the banquet given by the Lord Mayor, at 
which, in accordance with a previous intimation, the Pope's health was drunk before 
the Queen’s. All these occurrences are abundantly suggestive, and throughout them 
all it is not so much O’Connell as a patriot, an Irishman, and the political “ Liberator” 
of his countrymen who is extolled, but O’Connell as a Roman Catholic, as the ally 
and supporter of the priesthood, the devoted “son of the Church,” the loyal and 
obedient disciple of the Holy See. O’Connell’s “ Liberalism” is carefully concealed, 


- or as carefully explained away, and the great end of his life is represented to have 


been not so much political as religious; not so much the civil enfranchisement of a 
nation as the establishment of the ecclesiastical supremacy of a universal Pontiff. 
We cannot too strongly disapprove such a misrepresentation both of the man and his 
career, or too severely condemn such an attempt to make his commemoration a means 
of binding more closely on his countrymen the degrading fetters of priestly power. 
Irishmen, like men of other nations, may rejoice in their nationality, and we would 
say nought against their appreciation of one whom they regard as the persistent and 
indomitable champion of their rights; but whilst Home Rulers and Fenians, on 
various pretexts, each claim him as their own, and almost come to blows in honour 
of his memory, it is reserved for Ultramontanes to make that memory the instrument 
national, and social rights. 


The questions put to the President of the Council by Lord Oranmore in the 
House of Lords relative to the alleged recognition by the Queen of Dr. Manning as 


a Cardinal, have certainly elicited this fact—that although no such recognition was 


ever given, there were those connected either with the Romish or the Ritualistic 
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party who, for their own purposes and to create political capital, were determined to 
impose upon the public an utterly unfounded statement to the contrary. The 
cirenmstantial character of the narration which was quoted by bis lordship precludes 
the possibility of spposing that this statement could have bad its rise in a mistake. 
We now know, on the highest authority, that the assertion was utterly untrue, and 


The rights of the Christian laity have been the theme of animated debate in the 
recent Conference of the Wesleyans. In no Protestant communion whatever can 
these rights henceforth be overlooked. Steps have been taken by Convocation with « 
view to the representation of the lay element in the English Church. A joint com- 
mittee of hoth provinces has affirmed the principle that the laity should be repre _ 
sented, and has suggested a plan whereby that end may be attained. Events now 
indicate that the Wesleyan body may be expected soon to follow their example. In 
Ireland that denomination has resolved that in the administration of Church affairs 
the lay element shall henceforth have a larger share than hitherto, and they have 
applied to the Central Conference to sanction this resolve. In the discussions that 
have ensued there has been manifested in some quarters an unwillingness to concede 
the contemplated change. It is perceived that if the constitution of the Wesleyans 
be thus altered in Ireland, a similar alteration must shortly be adopted in England as 
' well; and it is contended by some authorities that as the original constitution of the 
4 Conference was clerical, such a change would revolutionize the body. As, however, 

this objection is more theoretical than practical, and none of a more substantial cha- 

H racter seem to be alleged—since, moreover, many of the ministers in Conference 

| strongly advocate the principle now sought to be applied,—it is more than probable that 

another twelve months will witness its adoption. Practically, even now the power 
Ty | of Wesleyan laymen is not small, but nevertheless they legitimately seek its extension 

i 


‘ 


and its formal recognition by the Conference. Committees have been appointed for 
the consideration of thé whole subject, and so constituted as to obtain the fullest — 
expression of the opinion both of the laity and the ministers. These committees 
will report to the next Conference, and the settlement of this question, so fraught 
with interest to the entire Methodist community, has been accordingly deferred until 
another year. | 


Special interest attaches to the proceedings of the Old Catholic Conference at 
Bonn, its main object being to ascertain whether any satisfactory basis of union 
could be laid down, mainly in respect of Christian doctrine, between the Old Catholic 
and the Russo-Greek and Anglican communions. The chief result bas been the 
adoption of a common formula on the doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Ghost, 
concerning which for nearly a thousand years the Eastern Church has been- divided 
b, from the Western. Those who have read this formula and the debates by which 
i | i it was preceded, may not improbably consider that the points discussed belong rather 
fi: to the domain of scholastic and metaphysical theology than to that of practical 
and living urlion between communities of earnest Christian men. No one, of course, 
pretends that the questions between the Churches have been finally disposed of.’ ‘The 
ia work thus begun is admitted by its friends to be very far indeed from its completion ; 
but it is regarded by them as something for the official representatives of these 


1 however Lord Oranmore may have been censured, or, as a Romish journal asserts, 

a “ snubbed,” for asking the questions which he did, they were well worth asking 

when we consider the answers they received. Those who invented the falsehood, not 

those who have succeeded in exposing it, are the parties who have made themselves 
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various churebes to have met together, to have recognized each other as Christian 
men, and to have agreed upon a common basis of doctrine as the foundation of their 
faith. The effect as regards the promotion of Christian union, will not, so far as 
we can judge, be very great. We learn that next year the promoters of the Con- 
ference will further prosecyte the work they have begun. That the ultimate ineue 
of their efforts might be, not union alone, but the purification of all the churches 
represented in this Conference from the errors and superstitions which may still 
obscure their faith, corrupt their worship, or prevent their spiritual growth, must be 
the hearty desire of every Evangelical Protestant who has read the report of their 
proceedings. Meanwhile, we need hardly point out that this “Church union” and 
the Christian union, of which the Evangelical Alliance is the best exponent, are very 
different things. The founders of the Alliance distinctly repudiated any attempt 
to amend the creeds of Christendom, or to seek for union upon any church basis 
whatever. They renounced the speculative for the practical, the ecclesiastical for the 
later, prove atterly abortive. 

The insurrection in Herzegovina is but one of many illustrations of the dis- 
content which, in a greater or a Jess degree, is a chronic attribute of the nominally 
Christian races which are subject to the Turkish sway. The weakness of the Porte 
is in nothing more manifest than in its utter failure to reconcile these races to its rule. 
Its inefficiency to discharge aright the proper functions of a government, and its 
neglect even of those reforms which are indispensable, provoke and sustain a normal 
disaffection, which from time to time breaks forth in actual revolt. The evil is aggra- 
vated by continual and repeated promises which never, or but seldom, are fulfilled. 
The insurgents display considerable valour and determination, and at present seem 
to have the upper hand; but as they can receive no aid from without save such as is un- 
authorized, they will, in all probability, shortly be subdaed. No help will be afforded 
them by Russia, and the Princes of Servia anc Montenegro have assured the Porte 
of their neutrality. It is, however, certain that the rebels are assisted, surreptitiously, 
both by Dalmatians and Servians who have crossed the frontier, and that the former 
have been allowed to pass through Montenegro. Yet, however serious may be the 
outbreak, there is no apprehension whatever that the peace of Europe will be broken. 
Austria will guard her own frontier, and neither of the Great Powers will espouse 
the cause of the insurgents. In all probability, the conflict will be kept within the 
bounds of the province in which it has begun, and it can only be hoped that its sup- 
pression may be the prelude to some effective action by the Porte (under pressure 
from withont, of of the Christian races 


subject to its sway. 


Sy ot: ths Chamsh of has « 
severe loss. Dr. Thirlwall, throughout the course of a long life and an honourable 
episcopal career,-exercised a widely-spread and,salutary influence. We do not here 
refer to his theological opinions so much as to the clearness and comprehensiveness 
of his intellect, the moderation and justice of his arguments, the liberality and 
candour of his disposition. His influence, it has well been said, was mainly 
intellectual, but none the less did it derive weight from that high sense of duty 
which animated and prompted him in all he said or wrote. Originally designed for 
_ the law, and with profeszional prospects of the brightest kind, he renounced them 
that be might more efficiently promute the best interests of his fellow-men; and 
‘throughout ‘his life, and in perfect keeping with this beginning, his purity of 
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motive was conspicuous. His style of thought was that of the philosopher and states- 
man rather than that of the cleric, and to the priestly pretensions of the present day 
he was utterly and heartily opposed. A clone observer of the times, his charges to 
his clergy always dealt with those movements and those aspects of religious thought 
which were uppermost at the time they were delivered, and be ever maintained a 
consistent protest against doctrines which would subvert the very basis on which the 
Protestant Church of England is built, and on which alone its continuance can be 
successfully maintained. He retained his faculties to the last ; and his resignation, 
some months since, did not proceed from any failure of capacity, but was dictated by 
a nataral desire for that retirement and physical rest which, at the advanced age of 
— nearly eighty, he had so weil and honourably earned. 


+ 


¥ The Rev. E. B. Elliott, the learned and able author of the “ Hors Apocalyptice,” 
a bas been called to his reward. Mr. Elliott was widely known by his labours in 
# the elacidation of the Book of Revelation, and had attained high repute as a com- 
‘ mentator and expositor of the first rank, amongst all Bible studeuts, both in Europe 
| and America. He brought to his labours in this special field a vigorous intellect, an 
unwearied assiduity, and an ardent love of truth ; and all who are familiar with his 
writings allow that he has, by bis indefatigable researches and his principles of pro- 
e 4, phetic interpretation, laid the Church of Christ under deep and lasting obligation to 
his pen. He has been said to have done for prophecy what had been done by Newton 
for astronomy ; and whether or not his scheme of interpretation be received, all 
biblical scholars will allow that it is at least clear, simple, and consistent. It 
was, however, especially obnoxious to the Tractarian divines, Mr. Elliott having, 
under it, identified the Romanizing movement -with one of the three “ unclean 
spirits” mentioned in the sixteenth chapter of the book whose predictions he 
endeavoured to unfold. Mr. Elliott, however, although best known by his Apoca- 
lyptie writings, did not confine himself to prophecy, and his works on other questions 
connected with theology, and the skill displayed by him in grappling with the 
objections to religion raised by the scepticism of the present day, evince a master 
mind and a thorough conversance with the whole scope and bearing of the Scriptures. 
In private life he was social, kindly, and benevolent, and was universally respected 
and beloved. 


At the comparatively early age of fifty-five, Pastor Athanase Coquerel, so long 
the leader of the Raticnalistic party amongst the Protestants of France, has been 
summoned from this earthly scene. Over-exertion, both of body and of mind, with 
failing health, had for some time past necessitated his relinquishment of pulpit and 
other public duties, but his health had more recently been improving, and his return 
to his manifold public engagements was anticipated, when he was carried off by a 
bronchial attack. Asa man of undoubted ability and scholarship, and abounding in 
works of benevolence and practical philanthropy, he was in high repute amongst the 

; on members of bis own communion, and personally esteemed by those whose opinions 
z differed most widely from his own. He was always the warm advocate of civil and 
Pp religious freedom, and had his talents and sympathies been bot enlisted on the side 
in of scripcural and evangelical truth, he would have been an invaluable ally to the 
Protestant cause in its struggles with the power of the Papal priesthood. Unhappily, 
: in religious matters, he followed in the footsteps of his father, and adopted those 
‘ | views which have to so large an extent deprived French Protestantism of that 
. vitality and power which can alone enable it to combat successfully with Rome. 
:. Early im life he entered the ministry, but in 1864 was suspended from bis pastoral ; 
} 


. 
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fanctions* by the Consistory of Paris, on account of his too favourable criticism of 
Renan's well-known “ Life of Jesus." His power and popularity, however, as « 
preacher amongst thove of his own way of thinking, suffered no decline, but were 
rather increased by this his enforced separation from the Reformed Church. As the 
editor of Le Lien and La Nouvelle Revue de Théologie, he wan widely known. We 
can only regret that such a man should not have embraced those giad tidings of the 
Gospel which are so fully and clearly made known to us in that Book which was 
professedly the basis of his faith, and which constitute the very essence of that 
Christianity of which he was professedly a minister. 


FRANCE. 

I can now die tranquil, for I leave after me 
& successor of you and of the Church 
of Paris... .” The Pope's blessing was 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Paris, August 16, 1875. 


A NEW AROHBISHOP.—-ULTRAMONTANE POLICY. 


Ono Friday, August 13, the big bell of 
Notre Dame drowned all the smaller peals 
rung around. It was a short ceremony, but 
nothing less than the installation of a coadjutor 
for the Archbishop of Paris. The old man, 
in his intense devotion to the Papacy, chose to 
designate his successor in order to preserve 


given, and this ceremony apparently for 
years gives over to the absolute devotion of 


the See of Rome the Church of Paris, which 
for ages was the vigilant preserver of Gallican 
liberties. Crafty policy that of Rome! Step 
by step, it is tightening the cords of the net 
whose meshes would fain envelope France; 


iom. It is an unusual thing, and serves to 
ebaracterize our situation. Delegations from 


perior instruction mentioned in my last, 


bishop Guibert read the Pope’s bull, appoint- 
ing his coadjutor and successor, Mgr. Richard, 
formerly Bishop of Belley, and at present 
Archbishop of Larisse. He then said : “I am 
old, and the Pope does not wish that after me 
the Church of Paris should remain widowed; 
he has chosen from the French episcopate, 
venerable and worthy, a prelate who, in help- 
ing me in my weakness during the last days 
of my remaining life, will accommodate bim- 
self to the habits and practices of this vast | 
diocesc of three millions of soula But he 


© His fanctions, that ie to assistant or “suffragan” pastor in the Reformed 
held the appointment of assistant to M. Pastor Martin-Paschaad. Soon after the issue of 
¢@o M. Renan, the three years’ term of his engagement by the Paris 


~ 
= 
= 


his diocese from swerving from Ultramontan- | and in many places it is seriously felt, perhaps 

more than during the past few years, by those 
all the churches and religious houses of the | certain ways. We believe, however, that in 
Roman Catholics were present, and the vast | his song of victory, after the vote of the law 
cathedral was crowded. After mass, Arch- | on v/a 
M. Louis Veuillot is mistaken when he says, - 
“Tt is a grand fact that the Catholic genius 
of France has awakened, and has appeared to 
us, to stop us on the brink of the revola- 
tionary abyss!” He sums up the victories 
gained by Ultramontanism since 1830 thus. 
“After 1830 Catholics had to gain canses 
which appeared hopeless, and whose triumph 
we did not expect. Ist. The return of the 
Churches of France to the Roman Liturgy - 
it is effected. 2nd. The liberty of religious 
orders: it is acquired. 3rd. The liberty of 
will be helped by you, my venerable brethren, | nuns and friars to keep elementary and 
honourable canons of the Metropolitan | secondary schools: it is obtained. 4th. The 
Church of Paris, which has given Popes to | ruin of the Gallican separation: it is done by 
the Church, our beloved Mother. . . . Yes, | common consent. We receive very tranquilly 
He 
Consistory expired. Under the cireumstances, the Consistory only fulfilled a duty im requiring st 
this time an explauation of his religious views This was persistently refused. The Coasistory 
was enabled to exercise tle moral courage of declining to renew the appointment, and the 
preacher, popular and eloquent though he was, ceased to occupy any pulpit in the Reformed 
Church in Paris. Thas M. Cequerel fle sever sucoceded to the post of his father, as has been 
imaccarataly stated. M. Coquesel was the occupant of an official Paris pastorate, and was 
member of the Consistory. The con was neither, except by courtesy. ; 4 


whick he wae & ply Mie 
And we mght malbply feet of tine 
Miracies pest and present ame siko prevent 
upon the sttenton of Cathoiies, such a thr 
into rei and white mes, om a 
dup, of the theme epee wih of 
was wolling es tere beck 
himself for his ana This, with other 
delumona, is declared by the jrurmal af Wy 
Segur to be 2 most suthennentiné prestigy 
and that those whe ave the most m confuet 
with the pevple foresee 
are to be opened in Paria, Orleama, and Angers, the sert of forced submisiom t wat ther 
each with faculnes of letters, soence, law, and common sense tells them must 
medicine. beimg 2 rebeund of hateed pee 
JOURNALIST ON THE tax paped Ly the of the 
men whe teach it and exact 

The school-teachers in the Department of do not wonder that the Ssemibly on epermt- 
Haute Savoie have each received by post = ing, have Paring, and 
New Testament. Immediately the Caden | ciate off 
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rated, likely as it is to throw trouble and 
alarm into the conscience of the educators of 


; gion of the French to tolerate the propaganda 
of this dabble of heresies with which the 
Protestants have defiled the Book of trath ?' 
What will be thought ef these reflections by 
j M. Wallon, Minister of Public Instructi.n ; partm 
_M. Buffet, Mini Mar- well-known fret 
shal-President, who are all Catholics, practin | ef cur Protestant 
| ing tbeir religion openly without fear of man? large number of Protestant 
i Surely they are not aware of the serious fact | school committees give 
; snd we are confident that | Catholic: Sooke ti» their om tke 
the Government will know how to say to the that they ame 
Protestants of London and ‘Keep | stories preach confiesiom, andl 
your falsified Bibles for yourselves.” Jt all the sisundities of We 


—— 
Protestant j:urnala, resusetete wiet was 
the teachers “It is michant petit volume, the te the 
in which many texts are falsified impadently Generel of 
and stupidly.” [The version is thet of Oster seems becoming more amd mone neomeary 
. vald, which of course differs slightly from the to protect the Protestant pupuiation agumst 
vulgate.] Ought such propagands te be tole-| such insidious of the fie 
| Seldiery are by law perfeetiy free w 
our yc md. above all. that of fathe: _requir 
With the deepest compaesmon are to be soxbers af Chiat, the sword ef tie 
> writers of such articles that we copy their Spirit must mot onily be givem them, tnt: tiew 
words. If the light that is im them be dark-' must be te wield it. The 
| ness, how great is that darkness! It is ever Word of Ged mw the ane mmady for ail aor 
4g the same policy, te exti the Word of | malndies- 
be ignorant, A colporteur| The Yeung Men's aff 
has had the Bible struck out ef his catalogue Nimes, which edits the Budlodie of die Unroum, 
for sale by the prefect of the department im wisely grving fail reporte af the 
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and the like, still as a display it was magni- tians as “the synagogue of Satan,” and 
ficent, All was, at that time, going on fairly demanding of the Government its 
and smoothly enough ; y were glad, few removal. “You are only,” so says 

of »to the King, “ safe when you are 


F 


holding about a thousand people, is filled | —an attempt which was fru the 
every Sunday to overflowing with an anxious, | prompt and spirited intervention of Her Bri- 
orderly, intelligent congregaiion, chiefly of | tannic Majesty’s Consal at Cadiz. 


— 
, ITALY. 
[From the Times’ Correspondence. } ecclesiastical career of this “false pastor” in 


Notwithstanding the heat, the Pope still and his duty as supreme Minister not permit- 
continues to give audiences from time to time; ting him to be silent, he considers it necessary 
and last night's Osservatore contains a letter to take that determination which, according 
he has just written to the Cardinal-Arch- to the prescripts of the Sacred Canons and 
bishop of Naples, couched in that forcible the example of the Roman Pontifla, his 
language he can use so fluently. The Pope predecessors, he knows will be opportune : 
writes : “ Beloved Brother,—Inasmuch as Al- “Therefore, by the authority of the ommipo- 
mighty God in His hidden councils permits tent God, of the Holy Apostles Peter and 
that ‘he who is unjust let him be unjust still, Paul, and by cur own, we, by this our letter, 
and he who is filthy let him be filthy still, solemnly excommunicate and anathematize 
until fle comes to render to every man ac- the Apostate Domenico Panelli, who does not 
cording to his works,’ we have to deplore that “ fear to make himself a snare for the ruin of 
in your diocese there have arisen certain sons the people of God, and a stumbling-block ef 
of iniquity who are not afraid of causing grave iniquity; as also the others, the associates in 
scandal to faithful Christians, and who strive his temerity and apostasy. . . . Now, how- 
to disturb the unity of the Catholic com- | ever, while we have considered it our duty to 
muniov. For it is known to us, and you, 0 perform this act . . . . we cannot withhold 
beloved brother, have expressed your wonder from exhorting thee, O beloved son, to unite 
to us, that certain miserable deserters from | thy zeal end work to ours in preserving the 
the faith, and from regular discipline, should faithful from all contagious impiety. . . . 
have attained to such a degree of temerity as Nor, although compelled in a matter of such 
to turn their designs to the attempt to con- gravity to employ the spiritual arms against 
stitute an impious sect or faction under the the workers of iniquity, can we forget that 
title of the Italian National Catholic Church ; we are ambassadors for Christ, who came to 
and having compiled for the government of seck and to save those who were lost. There- 
the same certain statutes which they call dog- fore, do not let us cease from reminding and 
matic, organic, disciplinarian, they have al- exhorting those also, by the bowels of our God 
ready aleo chosen « head, or false pastor, who,—aid’ by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with the title of First Bishop, is to preside in order that they may seriously think of the 
over the said faction, giving to him a coad- words of our Redeemer, ‘Woe to that mam 


_ jutor, to whom it is said the episcopal dignity by whom the offence cometh, \and quickly 


is to be given, and also a Vicar-General.” | turn from the road to perdition.” 
Hie Holiness thea, having described the These few sentences, strung together in 
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: ' display ; in Cadiz the procession occupied two the middle and upper classes. Hearing of 
; hours in passing the balcony where | stood, this, the bishop of « southern diocese, « 
and although it was a mere display, a mere well-known Ultramontane, wrote and printed 
show, and not, as in parts of Germany, an a most violent letter to King Alfonso, de- 
in unison, | ing the church of his brother Chrie- 
= by some official of calmer 
¢ stirrups, are jealous lest any his bishop, but a few copies 
) part of the mischief was done. 
| and uoprimcipled attempt was 
| the church, under the pretext 
; used as a rendezvous of persons 
owarus the existing Government 
; THE POPE AND THE ITALIAN OLD CATHOLICS. not very flattering language, p to state 
Rome, July 25. _ that his paternal charity towards his children 
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also states 

was sent out 

‘Closkey, has 
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his mission to 

numerous re- 

their dioceses, 

since the pro- 

libility, has 

in New York 
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in America much veneration was 
manifested towards the mission ; buat that, the many commercial 
altogether, the offerings to the obolo of St.| asters in excuse. , 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } | burgomasters gladly seized the to 
——., Prussia, August, 1875. | recognize his merits in art and science, there 


and the Pope, through the German Ambas- 
sador and the Papal representative at Vienna, 
is contradicted; bat it cannot be denied that 
the wish to bring the conflict to an end seems 
to be gaining ground on both sides. It can- 
not be otherwise. If the Government goes on 
in the same way, steadfastly and resolutely, 
the Church of Rome must lose a great deal 
by continuing the conflict ; and the character 
of our great statesman is a guarantee that the 
Government will not give way. On the other 
hand, if the Roman bishops are prepared to | 
give up their opposition and to recognise the | 
laws of the State, the Government will pro- 
bably not be disinclined to modify some articles" 
of the May Laws, which indeed are rather | 
hard on the Roman Catholics, and which can | 
hardly be maintained when peace is restored. 
If, however, the Church of Rome must inevi- 
tably lose much by a protracted continuation 
of the conflict, it is almost the same with the | 
State. Even tiie most successful and vic- 
torious campaign inflicts many wounds and 
losses to the victors, Our Government, in 
fact, only wishes to repel the unjust preten- 
sions of the Roman hierarchy; but a large por- 
tion of the people see in what is going on a 
warfare against all churches and all religion. 
The spirit of infidelity and open hostility is, 


University of Berlin : 
fessor Hinschins as its delegate to the General 
Synod; and as the Government has caused this 
election to take place at the present time, it 
must be hoped that the 
meet this antumn. 


representation of the congregations in pro- 
portion to the number of members in 


This latter proposal is intended to secure & 
greater number of delegates from the larger 
congregations in our populous cities. The 
object, of course, is only to give the better 
chance for a “ Liberal” majority. Dr. Kégel, in 
-one of the district synods, proposed to divide 
our large parishes in the cities into a number 
of small pari This would be very use- 
fal as a means of promoting the increase of 
religious life, and would at the same time 
secure the object of the Liberals—more dele- 
gates from the cities in the synods. Yet the 
“Liberals” voted against the proposition of 


Dr. Kégel. They do not want, it seems, to 


alas! increasing throughout Germany, and it 
would be a great blessing if political interests 
could be once more viewed apart from ecclesi- 
astical matters. 
colutely negative position as regards the law 
on the administration of Chursh property in 
the Catholic congregations. They have allowed 
the clergy to take a share in the new organiza- 
tion, and that is certainly a good sign. 

Dr. Falk’s journey to the Rhine has been 
a triumphal course. Almost everywhere he 
was spontaneously made the object of expres- 


see their wish realized in such a way as this, 
inasmuch as the congregations would thus be 
obliged to make some sacrifice for their new 


nights. 
ELECTIONS OF PASTORS. 

Last autumn the Minister for Public Worship 
obtained the issue of a royal order, by which, 
in all churches where hitherto the Consistory 
had appointed the pastor, the appointment 
should thenceforth take place alternately, by 
the consistory and once by election on the 
part of the congregation. The first of these 
elections has taken place in Berlin, in the 


sions of sympathy; and though many Catholic 


Holy Cross parish. During thirteen Sundays 


272 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (September 1 1875, 
7 be was received with deference, but, at | Peter were inconsiderable, not exceeding 
| the mame time, with © considerable show of| total of mach more than 150,000 francs—a . 
democratic uality ; thet in the republics | far emailer eum than wes anticipated. The 
| THE STRUGGLE WITH ROME. can be no was a 8 
: - "There are some ramours going about of peace. demonstration in favour of the Government 
Perhaps they are premature, bat it is always in its conflict against Ultramontanism. 
a hopeful sign that they begin to exist. The | THE GENERAL SYNOD. 
| 
| already making preparation, and the religious 
press is active on the subject. The “Liberals” 
| wish the General Synod to reform the system 
| of election ; they desire that the General 
| Synod should be directly elected by the 
| church members=-not, as at present, by the 
| provincial synods. Then they wish a larger 
| infusion of the lay element; and, finally, « 
| 
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- Bonn have been transmitted to the Times by 


\ above : “A telegram has announced that the 
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another consequence in 


4 


if not practised, it is out of policy, and 


would be impossible. There is a 


E 


people of this country be brought one hair's 


quietly, steadily, and yet so vigorously, rips 
up the whole system of Popery and exposes 
its abomination, gets a view of the horrible 
character of that system such as no Protestant 
works can give. Depend upon it, these Old 
Catholics will do more towards doing away 
with Romanism than has been done for cen- 
turies. . . . Dollinger is seventy-six years 
old, but he may still do great things for 
Christianity. | 

[Copious accounts of the proceedings at 


tend not only to bring ridicule on themselves, 
of the scoffer.”] | 


DR. DOLLINGER ON JESUITISM. 
In a letter which has just been published 
in a Heidelberg paper, Dr. Dollinger says: 
“T have no hope whatsoever that under the 


special correspondents of that journal. In 
comments upon these, in its leading columns, 
we meet with the following estimate of the 
main result of the Conference. It will be 
seen that it differs greatly from that given - 
for the better; and so far as I 


‘but to expose their creed itself to the shafts 


next Pope, or under any one of’ the next, 
there will be any great or essential change 
can 


| the Church of Rome without « formal 4bso- | Conference has come to an agreement in all 
lutio ab harvest, which not even a bishop could 
give without a special authorization of the | cession. e have been surprised if 
| Pope. But with 1870 all was changed. | such difficulty had baffled body which 
Two new doctrines were adopted, one of | commands the infinite resources of verbal 
y which announced the universal and absolute | vagueness. Everybody will agree with every- 
3 supremacy of the Pope over all baptized body else when all deliberately use words for 
: persons, and his infallibility im all qneations the purpose of concealing what they mean. 
touching faith and morals. So that the | Such a process is so certain to smooth down 
' Fastern Churches stand to the Pope now as all the discords of the Church that we wonder 
4+ did before 1870 the Churches of the Refor-| at the smallness of the gathering at Bonn. 
Oa mation. Even the former divines of the | Cardinal Manning should have gone as well 
i Gallican Church, such as Bossuet, would be as Dean Howson, and Canon Liddon should 
b ea heretics if they lived now, and Bossuet even | have been accompanied by Mr. Spurgeon. 
; 5 more, for he would be a hareticus dogmaticus, They are all ‘Old Catholics’ in their own 
. | seeing that he spent the best part of his life sense of the phrase, and a consummate theo- 
4 in defending the four Gallican Articles, which, logical artist like Dr. Dollinger could easily 
9 according to the Vatican Decrees, are certainly have covered their disagreements with*twenty 
heretical. Such a rent had never before | masterpieces of mystification to which all 
| could have assented. But, then, Cardinal 
% impossibility. And the | Manning would have come back to England 
te EEE | to denounce the enemies of the Pope, and 
Mr. Spurgeon to denounce the Pope himself, 
r while Canon Liddon and Dean Howson would 
| felt as moch bound as ever to teach 
t. contradictory versions of Christian theology. 
I: When men differ from each other essentially, 
ia it is childish folly to try to unite them by an 
ae unmeaning phrase. Dr. Ddllinger and his 
Li friends are playing at a ridiculous game of 
verbal jugglery. They agreed with each other 
ae at the end of the Conference just as little as 
{ they did at the beginning, and they know 
t that their professions of harmony are idle 
P talk. Nor even if Canon-Liddon were of 
: in that confession have persecuted, but the | one mind with the Oriental theologians, Lord 
. Greek Church has never taught this to be a| Plutket, and the Dean of Chester, would the 
: the Infallibility dogma partly to do sway | breadth nearer to position of the O 
’ with liberty of conscience. I will say bere | Me the 
| that any one listening to Doéllinger as he | back bone ; Dr. Dollinger is a Roman Catho- 
lic in all essential points, save infallibility of ° 
the Pope ; and no verbal ingenuity can bridge 
the spanless abyss between his position and 
that of our countrymen. It is worse than 
idle to hide such a fact. The English divines 
who are trying to build a bridge of unmeaning 
words between Catholicism and Protestantism : 


those who know the condition of the Roman 
Caria and of the Roman clergy are in this 
matter just as hopelessas Iam. In the entire 

community, both within and with- 


EVANGELICAL 


out Italy, there is but one motive power, in| 


the face of which all other powers—episcopate, 
cardinals, orders, schools, etc.,—maintain a 
passive and that is the Jesuit order. 
It is the soul, the ruler of the entire Romish 
Church system. Under a new Pope it would 
be still the same, because this order has be- 
come indispensable, and at the same time it 
cannot exist at all without ruling or desiring 
to rule. Formerly, before 1773, there were 
in the Church manifold counterpoises, and the 
other orders were then strong and full of life. 
Now they are either shadows or 
else half willing, half unwilling, satellites of 
the guiding Jesuit constellation, and the 
Romish Curia must prop iteelf upoa the 
Jesuits—that is, must serve them and their 
im order to remain as Caria and to 
keep up its ecclesiastical monopoly, its money 
supply, etc. But the Jesuits are superstition 
incarnate united with despotism. These men 
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subservienttothem. This is their task, their 
aim, their art, masterly carried out. To this 
ead they endeavour to mechanisze religion, 
the sacrificio dell intelletto which they extol, 
and drill the soul in unconditional blind 
obedience, etc.; and as to the look of things 
now since Jaly, 1818, in the Romish com- 
manity, art to what we may expect in 
coming times, you may gather from one fact 
that the most monstrous thing that has ever 
yet come to pass in the province of theological 
doctrine has been accomptistred without a single 
voice raised in protest against it—I mean the 
solemn proclamation of Alphonso Liguori as 
doctor ecelesia, and so by the side of Augustine 
and Ambrose—of the man, that is, whose false 
morality perverted Mariolatry, and by the con- 
stant use of the crassest fables and forgeries 
makes his writings to be a magazine of errors 
and lies. In the whole history of the Church 
no instance of a complication so ter- 
ruinous. Yet every ope is silent, and 
seminaries the rising generation of 

these books of 


I know 
rible, so 
in all the 
the clergy is poisoned with 
Liguori.” 


rule by means of the Pope, who has become 


heretofore, to join with them in Christian 
fellowship, and in advancing the cause of the 
Redeemer, on the general principle maintained 
and taught in the Reformed Confession, that 
the Church of God on earth, though composed 


_}of many members, is one body in the com- 


~ 
te 


| 
| 
GENERAL PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL. 
The following is a copy of the Constitution 
of the General Presbyterian Council, unani- 
mously adopted by the delegates who assem- 
bled in Conference in July last, as stated in 
our last number (pp. 229, 245) :— 
Preamble, mnion ¢ e Holy Ghost, of which body 
Whereas Churches holding the Reformed | Christ is the Supreme Head and the Scrip- 
faith and organized on Presbyterian principles | tares alone the infallible law. 
are found, though under a variety of names, Articles, — 
in different patts of the world; whereas| 1. Designation.—This Alfience shall be 
many of those were long wont to maintain | known as “The Alliance of the Reformed 
no visible bond, whether of fellowship or of | Presbyterian system.” ‘ 
work ; and whereas, in the providence of Ge IL Membership—Any Church organized : 
the time seems to have come when they-may | on which 
all more fully manifest their essential oneness, | supreme authority ota P 
have closer communion with ash ‘other, and | Old and New Testaments in matter ee 
promote great causes by joint action: If is ‘morals, and whose creed is in eed 
agreed to form a Presbyterian Allianos, to | wii 
| meet in General Council from time to tities, | fessions, shall be eligible for ad: . A 
in order to confer upon matters of Alliance 
not mean to change their frate Constituency: The Council 
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mity. It mattered very little to him whether | School, Cambridge. The sum of 15,000/. 
he were called “reverend” or not, but it | bas already been paid towards the purchase 
mattered a great deal to him to be told that and expenses of the Leys Estate, and it is in- 
he bad no ministerial call or character. He 
would not quarrel with any man, whether | to 25, 
bishop, pelect, or whe thought The Rev. Dr. Punshon was unanimously 
be had a right to withhold from him the | elected to the Secretariat of the Mission House 
as successor to the Rev. L. Wiseman. A 
| etter was read from Mr. Thomas Hazlehurst, 
presenting a chapel at Halton, Cheshire, for 
which gift he received the hearty thanks of 
the Conference. 
One day was eet apart for the ordination 
services, which were held simultaneously in 
i Dr. | Sheffield and Barnsley. That at the Norfolk 
Williams was elected Secretary to the Con- Street Chapel, Sheffield, was the one in which 
held 


most public interest centred, as the charge 
to be delivered by the Rev. Dr. Punshon 


ims consisted of the reception of the repre- announced for the service. Dr. Panshon 


 semctives from the Irish Conference—the chose as his text Acts xx. 28, speaking for 


Reva. U. McMillen, Dr. Crook, and T. A. over an hour with impassioned eloquence 
McK ee—and the Revs. Dr. Curry and Bishop and fervour. The ringing sen in his 
Simpson, from the American Methodist Epis- own peculiar style, were an illustration of the 
copal Church. The addresses were of a highly | passage of the discourse, in which he showed 
interesting character. that their style of preaching was to 

At a subsequent sitting, the usual inquiries | cultured development of their own gifts; it 
as to candidates for the ministry were pre- | was folly to spend time in planing away the 
sented. There were 94 candidates, and of ornament when the beautiful veins were in 


and 
Rev. Dr. Osborn, the Con-| service held at Barnsley the Rev. G. T. 
ference resolved to petition Parliament with Perks, u.a., delivered an able and impres- 
a view to arrest the proposed legislation on sive charge, which was listened to with the 
the Sabbath question. The Rev. J. W. | deepest attention. An interesting incident 
e the pleasing announcement | took place in the Conference the next day, 
? chapel-yard | a number of Nonconformist ministers being 
bundred five-pound notes received as a deputation to convey the fra- 
of the Con- ternal greetings of the Evangelical churches 
nexion, and the Conference desired Mr. which they represented. A similar incident 
Greeves to convey their hearty thanks to the took place in connection with the Newcastle 
. Conference two years ago. The Conference 
Amongst the deaths—thirteen of which | received the deputation with the utmost , 
were reported—occurring in the ministerial cordiality, the members rising to their feet 
ranks during the year, that of the Rev. Luke when the ministers appeared on the platform 
i i and were introduced to the President. The ad- 


| 
| 
% 
v in the Albert Hall, which was soon crowded, | was looked forward to with the greatest ex- 
* the galleries being occupied by the public, | pectation. The building oe crowded = 
i these 82 were accepted (24 being spécially | the grain. The passage in which he spoke 
se designated fur foreign missionary work), 11 | of their as being a divine commis- 
r, Wiseman was to have delivered the | dress bore the signatures of forty-one ministers, 
“ Fernley Lecture” this year, and had chosen | and expressed gratitude for their oneness on 
as his subject “Eternal Life,” but he was | fundamental and essential points, It con- 
summoned away by the hand of death before | gratulated the Conference on the protest they 
he hal time to complete it. Many testi- had made against the indignity offered to © 
| monials were borne to his character and | English Nonconformists in reference to the 
worth, #8 also to the other ministers whose Owston Ferry case, and concluded by re- 
deaths were reported. | ferring with joy to the signs and fruits of 
The Rev. Dr. Moulton was re-appointed to ) contd enlargement and prosperity pre- 
his‘ position as Head Master of the Leys se by their statistics. The Rev. Dr. : 


~ 


_ 


f > ¥ wn a& 


and the usual conversation, though brief, took , eucharistic vestments, 
place. The number of “members in society” 
throughout the Connexion was stated to be 


Osborn and Dr. Moulton had rendered great | 
help in the preparation of the volume. The 
new hymns are also to be published in a 
separate for the convenience of those 
who wish to retain their old hymn-booke for 
awhile. This will render the transition from 
the old to the new quite easy. Dr. Jobson 

for another | 


given on behalf of Mr. Keet. 
RITUALISM AT ST. ALBANS, HOLBORN. 
The Rev. A. H. Mackonochie has resumed 


pressure chancel were re-lighted, and the altar-ledges 
of so much “special legislation.” Bat at | were decorated with flowers. Mr. Mac- 
length the numbers were once more reviewed, ' konochie entered the sacrarium, wearing the 


by a layman 
in eurplice and cassock, but unattended either 
| by assistant clergy or by acolytes. With this 


280 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (September 1, 
by this decision, for it came to the The next Conference will be held at Not- 
connection with the request of the Irish tingham. 
TRE OWSTON FERRY Case. 
In the case of 
At the recent which recently came on ee 
war Court of Arches, Sir Robert J. Phillimore 
Methodist laity may be /ully declined to grant a faculty, previously refused 
their highest Church court. The feeling by the Consistory Court of Lincoln, for the 
Irish Conference is quite unanimous on erection in Owston Ferry Churchyard by the 
plaintiff, over his danghter’s grave, of a tomb- 
stone inscribed with these words, amongst 
others, “the Rev. H. Keet, Wesleyan 
Minister.” His lordship thought it would 
be neither proper nor consonant with practice 
for the Court to overrule the direct dissent 
to each | of the incumbent, and the deliberate judg- 
length, | ment and authority of the bishop in a matter, 
| not of strict law, but of discretionary per- 
ject to the right of the parishioner or stranger 
in | happening to die in the parish to simple in- 
the meantime, w wat ulumately agreed | terment, and no more, the incumbent having 
to, and the “ Irish eleven ” were added to the | a primd facie right to prohibit altogether the 
committee. | placing of any gravestone, or to permit it upon 
Some of the special appointments made at proper conditions, such as those which relate 
this Conference will be looked upon with | to the size and character of the stone, the 
general interest throughout the Connexion. legality or propriety of the inscription upon 
The appointment of several ministers as it, or the payment of a proper fee. Notice 
evangelists, without pastoral charge, is felt of appeal from this judgment was at once 
to be a step in the right direction. The 
encouraging in relation to the appointments his accustomed ritual at St. Alban’s, Holborn. 
just now made. On the morning of Sunday, the 8th ult, 
The Btatistics of Church membership were the ornaments of the altar were replaced, the 
presented at an unusually lace petiod of the seven lamps suspended from the roof of the 
all vacancies occasioned by deaths, removals, ‘force before Mr. Mackonochie’s suspension 
ete., of 6,417 over last year. was resumed. Mr Stanton preached the 
The Rev. Dr. Jobson made a statement re- | sermon, in the course of which he expressed 
gardiag the new hymn-book. It is nearly | his satisfaction that “the congregation were 
ready, and will probably be in full circulation enabled again to be present at the celebra- 
before the end of the year. The Revs. Dr. tion of the Blessed Sacrament in their own 
ehurch.” 
| Mr. Mackonochie has addressed and pub- 
a lished a letter of remonstrance to the Bishop 
? of London, in which he says: “If the great 
$ Sacrament of the altar is no more than the 
Church Association would have it to be, ) 
~ lesser sacrament of orders, and with it 
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PERSIA. 

The Church Missionary Society has resolved to establish a mission in Persia. The 
Basle Missionary Society withdraws from the mission work they and 
their agent is taken up by the Church Missionary Society. The 
sion will be entrusted to the Rev. R. Bruce, now in this country, with 
the Church Missionary Committee on the subject. At one of their recent meetings, after 


: The New York Independent says : The Rev. Benjamin Labaree, jun., is about retarn- 
ing to Persia, to resume, with improved health, missionary labour and to prosecute the 
translation of the New Testament in the Azerbeijan Turkish. This dialect is spoken by 
perbaps three or four millions of Mohammedans in Persia and the Caucasian provinces of 
Russia, The attitude of the Persian Government has become surprisingly tolerant of mis- 
sionary labour in the country. Four years ago we were forbidden to print in the Persian 
characters, even before we had made any attempt to doso. Within the past year permission — 
has been given to print Persian and Turkish books, without any specified restrictions. The 
mission is about reprinting the Gospel of Matthew in Turkish, the first edition of which 
was issued at Leipsic, three‘ years since. The Shah seems disposed to introduce reforms 
suggested by his tour in Europe, though his methods of doing so are more in keeping with 
the traditional modes of governing in Persia than with civilized principles. We may not 
always enjoy the tolerant disposition of the present Government, and are therefore moved 
to make the most of it while it lasts. 

INDIA. 


The Rev. W. Etherington, of Benares, narrates the following remarkable incident :— 

During a tour recently made in the Jaunpore district, I became acquainted with a Mo- 
hammedan convert, a man apparently of some note. I give the account of this man’s con- 
version just as I received it from him in Urdu. 

Missionary : What first led you to think of embracing the Christian religion ?—Con- 
vert : I witmessed a miracle, which so impressed my mind that I resolved to become a Chris- 


tian. | 

Missionary : A miracle! ‘What do you mean? Pray tell me all about it.—Convert : 
A few. years ago (September, 1871), as you probably know, there were great floods here and 
in the Azimgarh district, during the prevalence of which many lives were lost, and nearly 
half the houses in this town destroyed. I was living here then in the house of a friend, — 
which was situated on the outskirts of the town. The water rose higher and higher till the 
lower part of the house became completely flooded ; and as it continued to rise day after 
day, I began to fear that it would be swept away, as many of the surrounding houses had 


disappeared. I would have left the place before, but that some of my property had 
as my friend’s house was high and built on land elevated above that of 


generally. The flood, however, continued to increase ; so that I now began to fear 
my property, but my life also, would be lost, if I stayed much longer in the 
horror, I found that there was now no means of escape. The house 
island, there was not a sign of a boat anywhere, and I knew not how to swim. In 
prayed to God to save me from drowning, and earnestly sought the inter- 
ohammed. Whilst I was in this critical position, fearing that at any moment 
might be swept away, and I with it, I noticed a few pieces of paper floating on 
mear me. I took up one of them, and began to read what was written on it. I 
it was a part of the Christian Scriptures in Urdu, giving an account of a miracle 
Jesus performed when He was on the sea in a etorm with some of His disciples. 


8 


the floods ; and I inwardly 
Mobammed and trust in Jesus as my Saviour, not only from death now, but from 


| 
olongec cussion, was encouraged, on his return to Persia, to direct his atten- | 
tion principally, as heretofore, to making known the Gospel of Christ to Mohammedans and | 
other sections of the non-Christian population in Persia ; to continue his labours for the 
spiritual enlightenment of the Armenians, steadily keeping in view the importance of training 
native agents who may hereafter carry on evangelistic work in Persia. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
house. 
come i] 
forsake | 
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eternal death hereafter. I had scarcely ended my prayer before a boat, without being hailed, 

ad which, indeed, was invisible to me before I prayed, was rowed towards me. 

who were in it took me on board without any delay, rowed me to 

without asking for anything, and even without giving me a word of explanation as to 

now appears to me their strange conduct, went away with the boat, and I never saw 

The man who related the above to me, and who seemed to have no doubt that 
in the manner described, and in answer to his prayer, miraculously interposed for his 
and ultimate salvation, is about fifty years of age—e quiet, unassuming, and honest-looking 
man. He may have been deceived ; but certainly, neither bis appearance nor his manner 
gives the impression that he has fabricated a story for the purpose of deceiving. It 
cult to assign to him a probable motive, sapposing that his story be merely an invention. 
He is well known in the place where he lives to have been a well-to-do remindar, or land- 
holder. When a Mohammedan, he had two wives ; and in accordance with a cgstom which 
prevails among some Mohammedans, for the purpose of avoiding the seizure of property on 
account of a husband’s debts, the property of the family was held in the name of the first 
wife. After he bad made up his mind to become a Christian, he tried for some time, but 
in vain, to induce his wives to become Christians with him. He then gave them up, and 
the property also, rather than the truth, to which he seems determined to cling. The native 
Christians among whom he has cast his lot testify to the consistency of his conduct since he 
came among them. This is, perhaps, the best evidence that we can have that his story is true. 


‘The thirteenth annual report of the London Society's Medical Mission, as carried on in 
Pekin, has just been issued. Copies of that document have been brought to this country by 
Dr. Dudgeon, who, since the year 1864, has been the active superintendent of the 
hospital. Nearly twenty thousand patients have been prescribed for during the year, and 
of these nine thousand have applied for relief for the first time. Appealing as they do to 
the common instincts of humanity, the labours of the medical missionary seldom lack recog- 
nition and encouragement. Nor do the proverbially apathetic Chinese form any exception to 
this general rule. On this subject the report says: “I wish to draw attention to‘s few 
direct and tangible proofs of gratitude which I have ex . This gratitude has taken 
a variety of forms. There is the ‘Thank you,’ the bow, the salaim, the courtesy, the /otow, 
the determination to spread abroad your fame, the presentation of silk and paper scrolls and 
tablets, of handsome wooden tablets. The latter kind of tablets is the recognized public ex- 
pression of thankfulness, and very flattering to the doctor. It is not only on the occasion of 
the cure being effected and the tablets erected or presents made that their gratitude is shown, 
but ever afterwards they retain a lively sense of the kindness received. In after years, at 
the great annual terns, when presents are sent round among friends, little souvenirs are forth- 
coming from old patients, In this way they keep alive the recollection of good offices per- 
formed and received. Some of the native medical men live and become wealthy on the 
voluntary contributions of their patients. The doctor invites all his patients once each year 
to @ repast, and no one comes empty-handed. The same occurs at births, marriages, and 
deaths, and constitutes a sort of voluntary friendly society. The eaves of thé various build- 
ings, and, in fact, almost every available space in the hospital is already taken up with tablets. 
With the exception of the Goddess of Mercy, the hospital can boast of the largest number of — 
tablets in Pekin. Those erected by well-known ministers of state, governors or viceroys of 
provinces, princes, etc., are especially handsome ; these carry great weight in the minds of the 
people, and have tended much to the fame and stability of the hospital.” | 

The Rev. W. Macgregor, of the English Presbyterian mission in Amoy, reports the 
recent baptism of eight men at Bay-pay. 

AFRICA. 

An eligible site near Mombasa having been selected for the proposed Freed Slave Colony 
about to be established by the Church Missionary Society in East Africa, it has required all 
the tact and patience of the Rev. W. 8. Price to obtain it. Owing to the extreme jealousy 
of English influence manifested by the Arab population, it was three times necessary to 
appeal to the Seyyid of Zanzibar, but just before his departure for England his Highness 


addressed a decisive letter to the Governor of Mombasa, in which he commanded that every 
assistance should be rendered to the mission. The land is now in possession of Mr. Price, as 
the society’s representative. Of the four young missionaries who accompanied MM: —Price 


‘ 


‘ [September 1, 1475. 
3 
CHINA. 
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| 
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out, we regret to learn that one is dead from fever, and another has been compelled to 
retarn home disabled. Mr. Price makes a touching appeal to young Christian men in 
Ragland not to be discouraged and chrink beck from tho werk. He writes, however, ‘‘ The 
Lord has no need of the faint-hearted. Let no man come here who is not prepared to take 
his life in his hand for the Lord’s sake.” 

A curious anecdote is narrated by the Rev. T. Roper, of the Wesleyan mission at Kham- 
iesberg, Capetown. The facts occurred in the year 1873. The Pondos and the Amapon- 
domsi, two powerful tribes, were at war to the bitter end. The chief of the latter tribe, 
according to ancient usage, before going into battle, caused his army to be “charmed” by « 
witch “doctor,” in order, at they think, to strengthen them for the fight. The Amapon- 
domai were defeated, and on their return the chief ordered the immediate execution of the 
witch “doctor.” This having taken place, he despatched messengers to the Rev. Mr. Davis, 
the Wesleyan Methodist missionary who was stationed there, telling him at once to 
send up two native teachers to take charge of the spiritual welfare of his people. This 
was done, and ever since the teachers- preach and teach the Word of God, and hold 
regular services in the chief's hut. The extraordinary part of this episode is that, pre- 
vious to going into battle now, the chief causes all his warriors to kneel down and offer up a 
prayer to the “ God of battles” for their success ; and, strange to say, since this custom, they 
have been eminently victorious. It happened on one occasion that, owing to the heavy rains, 
the native teachers were delayed going to the chief's kraal, whereupon a messenger was at once 
despatched to Mr. Pavis, saving that the delinquents were to be punished for not going up to 
hold their accustomed services. 

MADAGASCAR. 


A copy of the first Malagssy liymn and tune book printed at the London Misionary’s 
Society’s press has just arrived in England. It contains 120 hymns, the tunes being printed 
on the same page. There are also some chants. The Tonic Sol-fa notation is used, that 
being the system taught in the schools, and a course of exercises is prefixed to the work. 


The editor, the Rev. J. Richardson, has included a number of Mr. Sankey’s hymns and tunes, ~ 


which look strange in a Malagasy dress. He suys they take wonderfully fs ‘ang natives. 

which has in the past been slovenly. . 
NORTH-WEST AMERICA. 

Mr. Hines, a young Church missionary, who went out last year to the new diocese of 
Saskatchewan, on reaching Green Lake, where it was proposed he should settle, found but 
few Indians, and those entirely under Romanist influence. He therefore proceeded to White- 
fish Lake, and there he has commenced missionary operations with marked success. So 
diligent has he been in his efforts to master the Cree language that, after six months’ resi- 
dence, he was able (so writes the Bishop of Saskatchewan) to take the Sunday services and 
converse freely with thé people. His letters give a touching account of the hardships of his 
life during the winter, and of his reception by the Indians, He writes; “ We had some ex- 
ceedingly severe weather in the month of September. On the 10th the snow was four inches 
deep. I assure you, dear Sir, I felt the cold very much indeed ; the only shelter we had 
then was three carts, forming three sides of a square, and an oil-cloth on the top; but the 
wind and snow came under the carts so furiously that I thought it colder than being exposed, 
and often took a run to warm myself. You will rejoice to hear the Lord is blessing my 
labours among the Indians. . . . There are a number of Indians living about three miles south 
and north of White-fish Leke—very stubborn indeed. They prevented us from building 
when we first came, and talked of driving us back again. If I had had no more courage 


than my servant, we should have gone back at their bidding. Certainly it was enough to 


make one careful in what they said and did, as there were only two of us, and there were a 


large number of them. But in the midst of their speeches I left them, and took my axe — 


and commenced to cut down trees. As soon as they saw that I would not listen to them 
they went home again, but returned the next day only to repeat their threats. I treated 
them as before, and the result was similar. They soon found out that I cared but little for 
wee so ; but they still remain enemies to the Word of 
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CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS FROM VARIOUS LANDS, TO BE HELD IN 
BELFAST, OCTOBER 19, AND FOLLOWING DAYS. 


secure the co-operation and an efficient representation of the Continental Branches of the 
Alliance, the Secretary has visited several places on the Continent and met some of the 
Foreign Committees of the Evangelical Alliance. Delegates from Belgium, Holland, France, 
Italy, Germany, the United States of America, and other lands, are expected to take part in 
the proceedi 

The following circalar eddrese hes been sent to the memibers of the Alliance, and the 
Council wish it to be clearly understood that their invitation, jointly with that of the 
Belfast Confguittee, is cordially extended to all Christians concurring in the principles and 
objects of the Alliance, although not formally united with it. 

Arrangements are being made for the hospitable entertainment as far 
visitors attending the Conference, who are requested to communicate without delay their 
intention to be present. 

To the Members of the British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance. 

We are instructed by the Council of the Evangelical Alliance to bring under your 
uotice the forthcoming Conference of Christians of various churches and nations, who are to 
assemble in Belfast in October next. 

We need not remind you of the benefits which have in past years resulted from similar 


and to afford opportunities for the maintenance and defence of the great truths of Revelation 


~~ ~“‘against the assaults of scepticism on the one hand, and of superstition on the other. 


Never was it of greater importance than at the present time to promote and exhibit the 
real brotherhood of true believers in Christ, and to consult together on those subjects which 
are vital to the individual Christian and the well-being of the whole Church of God. 

Permit us to express the earnest hope that it will be in your power to accept the hearty 
invitation of the Belfast Committee to be present at the approaching Conference. 

We feel most anxious that nothing should be wanting on the part of the friends of 
Christian union in this country to sustain the hands of our brethren in Ireland, who are 
looking forward to the Conference with much expectation and hope. 

We remain (on behalf of the Council), 
Your faithful servants, 


James Davis, Secretary. 
J. Sroart Russet, Cor. Secretary. 


APPEAL FOR FUNDS. 

Funds are urgently needed to carry out with efficiency the arrangements for the ap- 
preaching Conference. = [t is estimated that at least 700/. will be required. Toward this 
amount about 1001 bas been raised. Contributions by cheque or post-office order are earnestly 
solicited from all who sympathize with the object and who desire to promote the increase of 
fraternal fellowship and active co-operation among the followers of the same Lord. 

Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand. 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 
n consequence of the answer ‘by the | men and their families in Turkey who are 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreigh Affairs still suffering great hardships on account of 
in the House of Commons, on July 22, to a their religion, I solicit a brief space in your 
question put by Mr. Baxter, M.P., be follow- journal, to correct an inaccuracy in the state- 
ing letter appeared in some of the morning | ment which the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
papers Affairs is reported to have made last evening 
“Sir,—In the interest of the Christian | in his place in the House of Commons. 
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THE SULTAN OF TORKEY AND THE DEPCTaTION. | ruler who attempts to rule a kingdom accord- 
[From the Times, August 24.] ing to our Western ideas of progress must 
On Thursday last Sir Henry Viliot, in an | go so at the sacrifice of religious principle. 
Sultaz, alluded | Civil and religious liberty and equality tind 
to the disappointment which the Evangelical | no place in Muslim law, and hence our diffi- 
nursed the | culties in Turkey, where we attempt to in- 
Z deputation having been denied access to the | fluence a Muslim ruler. 
oe Sultan. It is understood that his Majesty) [¢ is strictly according to Muslim law 
ee very graciously observed that the late Grand | that Jews and Christians shall enjoy the 
iz i for that ion of a Mubammadan ruler, provided 
his Majesty would have been very glad to| they pay the usaal poll-tax, or Jiziya, and 
receive persons who, coming in a friendly | that such is the case in Turkey does in no 
spirit, desired to lay before him a maiter | way redound to the credit of the Sablime 
affecting the welfare of lis subjects. Porte, for even in the half-civilized country 
DIFFICULTIES WITH MOHAMMEDAN Powers. | of Afghanistan the Armenians have enjoyed 
The following letter from an esteemed | the same protection ever since the days of 
clergyman appeared last month in one of the Nadir Shab. 
daily papers. The information is important,| “But if Islamism extends its protecting 
and bears directly upon the cases which have | hand to the poor unfortunate mortal whose 
so long engaged the attention of the Council | fate (tad/ir) has prevented his being incor- 
of the Alliance :-— porated into the family of the faithful, it 
“ Sir,—As your leading article of the 6th | guards with jealous care the faith of its own 
inst. contains some strictures upon ‘the well-| sons. A proselyte from Muhammadaniem is 
intentioned zeal of Christian missionaries in | a murtidd, or apostate, who is allowed three 
Turkey, as im almost every other heathen | days for repentance. Should he remain firm 
country,’ I hope you will allow one who has | to his new creed, he must be stoned. This is 
laboured for many years for the conversion of | one of the divine precepts of the Karin. It 
Muhammadans, and who has given careful | is, of course, not many centuries since 
consideration to their religious system, to | Christians held similar views, but there is 
make some remarks with reference to the | just this difference: when Mary, Queen of 
anomalous position in which a Christian | England, burnt those who apostatized from 
government is always placed when it attempts | the national faith, she did it in direct oppo- 
to deal with a Muhammadan ruler as in | sition to the principles of the religion of 
Turkey, or with a Muhammadan subject as in | Jesus; but when Abdul Aziz, Sultan of 
India. Turkey, stones or even persecutes a convert to 
“The Founder of Christianity, whilst He | Christianity, he does but administer one of 
_ laid down certain moral principles for the | the sacred precepts of the religion of Muham- 
guidance of His followers, did not establish | mad. This will explain the following pas- 
~ any code of law. But it was not so with | sage in Sir Henry Elliot's letter: ‘It must, 
Islamism. Muhammad left his followers a | however, if fairness be admitted that the 
Ls most winute system of civil and religious | arguments on the side of the Turks were not 
law, founded upon the supposed revelation | without their weight. They said that while 
given in the Kuran, and as more fully ex- | the free exercise of his religion was guaranteed 
pressed in the Sunna, or sayings and practice | to each of the Sultan’s subjects, the right of 
of Muhammad, which have been handed | making proselytes from the religion of the 
down in -the Sacred Hadis or Traditions. | State neither had been nor was intended to be 
This law of Islamism, which is both civil | given.’ From this it will be seen that the — 
and religious, admits of no modification and very existence of Christian missions in Turkey 
of no change. Muhammadan nations of the | is more than imperilled; it is doomed. Sir 
nineteenth century must be ruled according | Henry Elliot is ‘convinced that nothihg of 
to the same laws of administration as those | the nature of a persecution of Christians is 
which existed in the days of the Caliphs,| going on.’ But if the language of the Porte 
and the worshipper of to-day utters the same | means anything, it surely means that native 
form of prayer as that which expressed the | Christians shall be persecuted—indeed, that a 
devotions of the faithful in the days of the | native Christian, by which is meant a convert 
Prophet. Muhammadan nations, as such, | from Islamism, shall not be tolerated within 
cannot keep pace with the ‘ spirit of the age,’ the whole empire of Turkey. 
f nor can they evail themselves of the advan-| “Sir Henry Elliot admits that there have 
2 _ tages of civilization. The Muhammadan been isolated cases of ill-treatment of converts, 
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and that the case of the family Marash was formicatiun, and drunkenness are 
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punished 


distinct instance of persecution; and these by imprisonment instead of scourging. Mur- 


with the 


must, to any 
prejudiced mind, be a pretty 
Evangelical Alliance 


in return for favours 


trality of the British Government in India, 
but the fact is that Government has been any- 
thing but neutral with reference to the Mu- 
hammadan creed. In Mubammadan laws 


God in the Kurin; Tazir, that which is 
ordained of God, but the administration of 
which is left to the discretion of the Muham- 
madan judge; and Kisas, or retaliation. 
And notwithstanding the professed neutrality 
of Government, every principle of Islamic 
law is ignored in our legislation for criminal 
offences. 


“Apostasy is not punishable—adultery, 


der is no longer left to the law of 

but is punished by death ; and the Muham- 
madan judges have all been removed, It is 
no fault of our Indian administration that 
such should have been the case, but still it 


dian rule. 
“ A Christian government cannot deal with 


either a Muhammadan ruler or a Mubamma- 


dan subject without discovering that, after 
all, the difficulties between them are of a 
religious character; and if the question raised 
by the Evangelical Alliance is now considered 
settled by Sir Henry Elliot's letter, there is 
nothing left for Christian missionaries in 
Turkey but to leave the country. Their ob- 
ject in settling there is undoubtedly to make 
converts ; if this cannot be done, their mission 
in Turkey must, for the present, cease to 
exist. It is, however, a very important 
question as to how far the people of England 
are prepared to support the action of Govern- 
ment in this matter. It is hardly twenty 
years since England shed her best blood in 
endeavoufing to prop up the government of 
the Sublime Porte; but if Turkey is to 
oppose every effort which Christian philan- 
thropy devises for its political, moral, and 
religious elevation, I believe that the majority 
of Englishmen would decide to leave the 
Ottoman Enipire to its own destiny. 

“T am, of course, aware of the political 
bearings of this important question, but guan- 
tum est in rebus inane, Russia has still a fleet 
in the Black Sea, whilst the Cossack stands 
sentinel at the gate of Central Asia. Russia, 
in his only daughter, has given England the 
best proof he can of his good-will; whilst 
Turkey is allowed to snub a body of Chris- 
tian men who seek an audience with its 
Sultan. The choice is a difficult one, I 
admit, but I believe public opinion will yet 
decide in favour of Russia. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“A Misstonary oF 
Norra 


i THE ALLIANCE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Adelaide, June 17. 
The annual meetings of the South Austra- 
lian Evangelical Alliance have been held 
during the past month, and were attended 
with considerable success. The Rev. J. 


Langdon Parsons, Baptist minister of North 
/ 


Adelaide, was elected President for the coming 
year, and on taking the chair he delivered an 
earnest and eloquent address, which has been 
freely criticized: Some condemned the rev. 
geatleman for not having said enough, others 
are equally censorious because they conceive 
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. gd@missions, taken in connection 
decision of the Porte, that a convert from | | 
Islamism shall | | 
clear proof 
were perfectly right in calling the attention accounts for that anomalous as well as very Y 
of Government to the persecution of Christian critical position in which we are placed with : 
converts in Turkey. The difficulty, of course, reference to the Muslim subjects of our In- ; 
is obvious. England, i 
tan shall rule a little more in accordance with [=n ti 
the laws which govern civilized nations ; but | 4 
Turkey, if it is to remain a Muhammadan | i 
kingdom, cannot keep pace with these ad- | i 
vanced views. Muhammadanism is stationary, 
and was framed by its remarkable founder to 1 
remain so. It repudiates all change, all ad- | 
vance, all development. Turkey is still the | 
sick man, and the malady is not physical, but | | 
religious. | 
“Our difficulties are precisely the same | 
with the Mubammadan subjects in India. | 
They will not, as a class, accept office under | | 
English rule, nor send their children to | | 
Government schools ; neither will they avail 
themselves of the progress of civilization to ! 
the extent that could be wished. The reason | 
of this is obvicus, As soon as a Muslim . 
becomes a good loyal subject of the British } 
Crown he ceases to be a good Muslim; as | 
long as he remains a good orthodox Muslim 
he cannot be a good loyal subject. | | 
“Very much has been said and written | 
with reference to the boasted religious = 
punishment is of three classes—Hadd, or | 
that which is said to have been ordained of he 
| 
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